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nspired by his grand-
daughter's experiences 
with her kitten, Bob 
Beach's book The Girl 

Who Could Speak With 
Cats follows a young 
girl's relationship with 
her cat Pretzel. The 
book, which started as 
a family story, is now 
available through the print-on-demand 
site Blurb.com. Beach earned both an education 
degree and an MFA at BGSU and has worked 
in a wide variety of creative fields (he was a 
founding partner in local firm The Marketing 
Communications Group and runs his own com-
munications business, www.bobbeach.com) but 
creative writing is a relatively new venture for 
him. Beach is unsure if he'll write more chil-
dren's stories, but the inspiration is there , say-
ing “I do have some amazing grandchildren.”

nfluenced by the literature of medieval monks, “The 
Ink Garden of Brother Theophane” is a humor-
ous book aimed at elementary school children. 

Cindy Millen Roberts, pen name C.M. Millen, teaches 
6th grade language arts at Toledo’s Christ the King 
Elementary but still finds time to regularly write and 
release children's books. Roberts, who earned her law 
degree from the University of Toledo, explains the 
appeal of her writing, “Good children's books can be 
enjoyed by all ages.” Roberts has gone the traditional 
publishing route but appreciates the authenticity and 
variety of smaller publishing houses. More infor-
mation about her works can be found through her 
publisher's website, www.charlesbridge.com. 
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Local children’s  
book authors publish  
tales for Toledo kids 
 By Brittany Adams 

rom the medieval to the supernatural, 
local children’s authors offer their young 
audiences a range of engaging and 

colorful stories. Encouraged by their families, 
these authors present unique stories with a 

wealth of artistic and literary flair. The 
following titles showcase a sample 

of local talent:
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've always enjoyed the haunting and sort of 
gothic feel to both movies and books,” explains 

local author and freelance copywriter Adrian Lilly. 
His young adult fiction debut, “The Devil You 
Know,” is best suited for readers high school age 
and older because of the scary subject matter and 
advanced vocabulary. For high school readers, 
there's an educational bonus to his novel: ACT 
and SAT level vocabulary is included in his 
prose. Lilly travelled the traditional publish-
ing route for a while, even hiring a literary 
agent. “[But] it's such a competitive world for 
writers,” Lilly explains, so he decided to self-
publish his novels as e-books. “The Devil 
You Know” has received good reviews 
from both teenage and adult readers. Lilly 
studied creative writing at Bowling Green 
State University. Find more information at 
www.adrianlilly.com. 
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Toledo

“Wise Wiley”
ancy Schilb must face the harsh realities of animal abuse and neglect daily, but there 
is a silver lining to her job as an animal cruelty investigator with the Toledo Area 
Humane Society. “We  try to work with people to make a bad situation into a good 

situation,” she explains. Schilb is affected by the successful adoptions and rescues of pets. Her 
lifelong love of writing has helped turn the feel-good stories of her day job into easy-reader 
children's books. Schilb explains that her books are “100% true stories — right from my laptop, 
right from my cases.” Her “Animal Cop Adventure” book series includes “Wise Wiley” and 
“Forrest the Hero;” both can be found online through Amazon.com and other major book 
retailers including Barnes and Noble and Books-A-Million.
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CSN contributor and St. 
Johns graduate Tom Cole 
sees a confidence prob-

lem in children. “I think kids are 
sometimes afraid to try,” he says. 
His baseball-themed children’s 
book “Benny and Babe” is directed 
at helping young audiences deal 
with the pressure to be successful. 
Through his writing, Cole hopes to communicate to young children about 
how to work hard, gain confidence, and ignore discouragement. Cole's publishing 
adventure has truly been a family affair: his wife, whom he credits as being “ex-
tremely smart,” organized the storyline, his son illustrated the pages, and his daugh-
ter promotes the book through social media (on.fb.me/15KkBKs). “Benny and Babe” 
is available on Amazon.com, and Cole has donated copies to many local schools 
 and libraries. 
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“Two 
Terrible 
Eaters”

ritten and illustrated by 
retired Northwood schools 
art teacher Amy Fell, Two 

Terrible Eaters follows two children 
who refuse to eat anything except 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. 
The book was inspired by Fell's niece and nephew — she sees the story resonating 
with other families because, as Fell explains, “everyone relates to the story of their 
[family’s] own picky eaters.” Armed with that universal appeal, her self-promotion 
and publicity has been more fun than challenging. “It's a little more work than 
distributing a book through a publisher, but I find it interesting,” she says. Fell 
has experience in the publisher world as the creator, editor, and publisher of the 
subject-specific Artafacts Magazine for schoolchildren. Two Terrible Eaters can be 
purchased online through Amazon.com. 

W

Tom Cole,  
Toledo

“Benny  
and Babe”

c o n t i n u ed  f r o m  p g .  1 1


	012ADP.040113
	013ADP.040113
	014ADP.040113

